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An opportunity  
to lead...

Announcement of Vacancy  
in the Office of Superintendent



The Position 

The Board of Education seeks a visionary and creative administrator to  
assume the helm of Superintendent of Schools for the Dunkirk City School 
District. 

The role of Superintendent is crucial to the success of our District. As the  
educational leader of a competent, dedicated staff, the Superintendent fosters  
enthusiasm for learning and individual responsibility. As the District’s  
spokesperson, the Superintendent articulates the priorities and goals of the Board 
of Education to the school community. As the Chief Executive Officer, the  
Superintendent works closely with the Board to outline goals, options and  
long-range plans, guiding decisions and implementing school district policies.

The challenge for the Superintendent will be to provide leadership to maintain a 
strong educational program within the financial capabilities of the community. 

Depending on a candidate’s background and experience, the Board is prepared to 
offer a three-year contract with a salary up to $150,000. An appropriate benefit 
package will also be offered to the successful candidate.

All applicants must possess New York State School District Administrator 
(SDA) or New York State School District Leader (SDL) certification.



Candidate Profile 

The Board of Education is seeking a proven, enthusiastic, visionary and  
knowledgeable leader committed to maintaining and encouraging a  
climate of excellence for students, faculty and the community. The exemplary  

professional and personal qualities candidates should possess include:

•	 Educational leadership with a record of creating an environment in  
which all students achieve academic excellence

•	 High moral character with unquestionable integrity

•	 Ability to work in partnership with the Board of Education, providing  
sufficient information to enable sound decision- making 

•	 Committed to serve and engage students and their families in a diverse  
community and become an enthusiastic high -profile, visible participant  
in the school community 

•	 Strong leadership and human relations skills capable of interacting and  
communicating effectively with students, staff, board members,  
community members and the media 

•	 A visionary educational leader with the ability to identify problems,  
establish priorities, delegate responsibilities, implement solutions,  
evaluate results and hold others accountable      

•	 Knowledge of programs serving students with diverse learning 
needs, e.g. ELL, special education, etc.

•	 Knowledge of technology in education, education law, management 
of facilities, contract management and negotiations 

•	 Experience in developing, analyzing and managing budgets

•	 A good steward of community tax resources, innovative in sharing 
services and other creative means to address economic  
challenges in the community 

•	 A record of continuous professional and personal advancement and  
development

•	 Minimum of five years teaching experience preferred 

•	 Minimum of five years administrative experience preferred



The School District

The Dunkirk City School District serves 2,122 students in grades PreK-12. 
The district has six school buildings; four elementary schools, a middle 
school and a high school. 

Located on the shores of Lake Erie in Chautauqua County, the Dunkirk City School 
District is approximately 45 miles southwest of Buffalo and 40 miles northeast of 
Erie, Pennsylvania. Dunkirk is a small city with an ethnically diverse population. 
The Town of Dunkirk and a small portion of the Town of Sheridan are included 
within the district’s boundaries.

The District is distinguished by the quality of people who are associated with its 
schools. The District employs a skilled, knowledgeable instructional staff. Parent 
participation and support is considered essential to maintaining an environment for 
effective learning.

In addition to Advanced Placement programs, the District provides high school  
students with college-level experiences through Jamestown Community College, 
the 3-1-3 program through SUNY Fredonia and a partnership with Niagara University.

The mission of the Dunkirk Public Schools, through mutual  
cooperation and shared responsibility with the entire community, is to empower all 
students to clearly perceive their goals while developing their skills, knowledge and 

values to become lifelong learners and  
independent, productive citizens in a multicultural world.



The District is lead agency for the WNY P-TECH STEM College & Career  
Academy, a Pathways to Early College High School (P-TECH) in partnership with 
Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES and is currently renovating a former  
community school to house the cooperative program.

Dunkirk enjoys strong community support for its academic programs and  
extra-curricular activities. Student activities include a well-rounded sports program 
and an outstanding music program that includes the production of a student musical 
every year. 

The Board and community work together to make the District a place where people 
come together to share ideas and promote the welfare of the community.

Dunkirk is a component district of Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES. The 
BOCES organization provides the district with a variety of educational services and 
programs as well as business and staff development assistance. District students 
are provided the opportunity to participate in a wide range of career and technical 
education courses through BOCES-operated programs.



The Community 
Dunkirk is recognized as a vibrant, diverse, active and productive  
community with a population of 12,000 residents. 
 
Situated on the shores of Lake Erie, Dunkirk is in close proximity to the 
beautiful resort area of Chautauqua Lake. Year-round recreation abounds 
throughout the Dunkirk area. The region is noted for its fine recreational 
facilities with many local wineries, excellent golf courses, ski resorts, state 
parks, snowmobiling, biking and boating opportunities, along with a variety 
of areas suitable for hiking and horseback riding. Hunting and fishing are 
favorite pastimes for many residents. 

Many educational and cultural opportunities exist in Chautauqua County. 
The District is a few miles from the campus of SUNY Fredonia. Jamestown 
Community College and Jamestown Business College are also nearby.

Chautauqua Institution, a center for theater, dance, concerts and other  
cultural activities is within a short drive. The Roger Tory Peterson Institute, 
the Reg Lenna Civic Center, the Lucille Ball Little Theatre in Jamestown 
and The Opera House in Fredonia all offer educational, theater and  
environmental exhibits.

The New York State Thruway has an entrance/exit in Dunkirk making  
shopping, educational, cultural and sports events in the metropolitan areas  
of Buffalo, New York, and Erie, Pennsylvania, very convenient. 

All this combines to provide the Dunkirk City School District residents with 
an excellent quality of life at a moderate cost of living.



The Dunkirk City School Board of Education is comprised of seven  
members and a student representative: 

Mr. Kenneth Kozlowski, President

Mr. David Damico, Vice President

Mr. Robert Bankoski

Mrs. Linda Guy

Mr. Adam Reisenweber

Mrs. Julie Smith

Mrs. Claudia Szczerbacki

Student Representative – Rashad Brown

Financial Profile

Board of Education

2015-16 Budget:  
$42,086,078

Full Value Assessment: $522,017,313

Tax Rate on True: 
 $17.93 /$1,000 

State Aid – 59.16% of budget

District Debt: 
$33,160,700

 
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer 



The Board of Education has selected David O’Rourke, Ph.D. 
to assist the district in the search process. Interested  
individuals are invited to submit a letter of application,  

resume, letters of recommendation and copies of academic  
transcripts to: 

Dr. David O’Rourke 
 

District Superintendent of Schools

Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES

8685 Erie Road Angola, NY 14006

Applicants are not to contact members of the of the Dunkirk 
Board of Education or District personnel. All inquires should be 
directed to Dr. O’Rourke at (716) 549-4454, ext. 4029 or email: 
dorourke@e2ccb.org.

Applicant Information

Time Frame for Consideration

Deadline for making application is Monday, February 29, 2016. 
The Board of Education will begin to review applications on 
Monday, March 14, 2016.

•	 Preliminary interviews will be conducted on Tuesday,  
April 12; Wednesday, April 13 and Thursday, April 14, 2016.

•	 Final interviews will be conducted on Tuesday, April 26; 
Wednesday, April 27 and Thursday, April 28, 2016.

•	 Appointment of new Superintendent of Schools is anticipated 
on or about May 12, 2016.

•	 New Superintendent to assume the duties on or about  
July 1, 2016.

Dunkirk City School District 
Dunkirk, New York

Home of the Marauders


